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STATEMENT of PURPOSE 

 

The American Sighthound Field Association 

 is an organization of sighthound fanciers  

dedicated to the common goal  

of preserving and further developing  

the natural beauty, grace, speed  

and coursing skill of the sighthound.  

We will endeavor to promote  

lure field trials for sighthounds. 
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Chapter I 

GENERAL RULES 

Section 1. Only purebred Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Basenjis, Borzoi, Greyhounds, Ibizan Hounds, 

Irish Wolfhounds, Italian Greyhounds, Pharaoh Hounds, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Salukis, Scottish 
Deerhounds, Sloughis, and Whippets may be entered in the regular stakes in ASFA lure field trials. All 
hounds must be not less than one year old on the day of the trial. All entries shall be individually 
registered with the American Kennel Club, the National Greyhound Association, the Federation 
Cynologique Internationale, an ASFA-recognized foreign or ASFA Board approved registry, or possess a 
critique registration number (CRN) from the Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis (SPDBS). 
The owner of a hound is required to notify the Records Coordinator of any change in registration number. 
A photocopy of acceptable registry must be submitted with a houndôs first ASFA field trial entry. This 
requirement will be waived for hounds registered with the National Greyhound Association. (Dogs with an 
Indefinite Listing Privilege (ILP) or Purebred Alternate Listing (PAL) from the American Kennel Club shall 
be considered registered with that body.) 

Section 2. The owner or agent entering a hound in a lure field trial does so at his own risk. The owner or 

agent and licensed club agree to abide by the rules of the ASFA. 

Section 3. Entry fees shall be fixed by the host club and shall be forfeited in such cases where hounds 

are scratched from the field for causes. 
(a) Hounds determined to have a breed disqualification at the time of roll call shall be barred from 

competition and their entry fees shall be refunded. Spayed, monorchid, cryptorchid, and neutered 
hounds without breed disqualifications may be entered. 

(b) Hounds determined to be lame at the time of roll call shall be barred from competition and their entry 
fees shall be refunded. 

(c) Bitches in season, or bitches showing a discharge characteristic of being in season, or which come in 
season after the close of entries, shall be excepted from this rule and their entry fees shall be 
refunded. Notification to the field secretary of bitches in season must be made before or during the 
roll call. Bitches known to be in season should not be brought onto the trial grounds. 

(d) Hounds that have been disqualified, or which do not meet the requirements for entry in an Invitational, 
are also eligible to have their entry fees refunded by check within 90 days of the trial. Fees will be 
refunded only if the owner or agent notifies the field secretary of such ineligibility prior to or during roll 
call. 

Section 4. There shall be no consumption of any type of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs by any 

judge, by any member of the field committee, or by anyone working in any official capacity prior to the 
completion of their assignment. Said consumption shall be deemed detrimental to the sport of lure field 
trials. 

Section 5. The Board of Directors shall have authority to issue, from time to time, where necessary, 

policies that amplify, clarify or interpret these running rules. These policies shall become effective when 
published in FAN and shall remain in effect unless 1) revised or revoked by the Board, 2) revised or 
revoked by the Annual Convention of Delegates, or 3) incorporated into the running rules. Effective 
policies shall have the force of running rules. 

Section 6. The following clubs shall be considered national clubs: the ASFA, parent clubs as defined by 

AKC, the American Saluki Association (ASA) and the Greyhound Club of Canada (GCC). 
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Chapter II 

OFFICIALS 

All lure field trials shall have the following officials: field committee and judge(s). The names of any 
officials that do not appear on the premium list shall be posted prior to roll call on the day of the trial. The 
field committee shall consist of no less than five individuals who shall fill the positions of: field secretary, 
field chairman, field clerk, huntmaster, lure operator and inspection committee. They shall be responsible 
for the following duties which may be delegated as appropriate. 

Section 1. Field Secretary (must be a member of the host club) 

1. Is a member of the field committee. 
2. Applies for a date to hold a sanctioned lure field trial. 
3. Solicits in writing and receives in writing confirmation of judging assignments prior to submitting the 

premium list for approval, a copy of which shall be made available to the ASFA Corresponding 
Secretary upon request. 

4. Prepares and mails out premium lists and entry forms after receiving official approval and accepts 
entries. If not stated in the premium list, field secretaries shall notify the entrant, at the same time as 
they verify the entry, of approximate time of roll call for the stake entered. 

5. Any field secretary or host club which accepts an entry fee other than that published in its premium 
list or entry form, or in any way discriminates between entrants, shall be disciplined. All persons found 
guilty of paying or receiving any monies, special inducements or allowances in violation of the 
foregoing shall be disciplined. 

6. The field secretary may decline any entries for cause for a period limited to 12 months from the first 
refusal of entry for cause, but in each instance the secretary shall file good and sufficient reasons for 
so doing, along with the current address of the affected owner, with the Corresponding Secretary of 
the ASFA. The Corresponding Secretary will forward a copy of the letter to the affected individual by 
certified mail. 

7. The field secretary shall decline any late, incomplete, unsigned, unpaid or conditional entries. Each 
entry must be completed in full and the information given on the form must be that which applies to 
that entered hound. The entry form must be signed by the owner or agent duly authorized to make 
the entry. 

8. Provides the field chairman with a list of hounds entered. 
9. Shall have available, for each and every member of the field committee, and any and all other 

officials, copies of the latest updated edition of this book. 
10. Insures that all records are collected and forwarded with per capita fees to reach the ASFA Records 

Coordinator within 14 days or be postmarked within 10 days of the meet. 

Section 2. Field Chairman (must be a member of the host club) 

1. Is chairman of the field committee. 
2. Provides the grounds for the meet. 
3. Shall appoint an inspection committee who shall have the responsibility of inspecting all hounds 

entered. (See Sec. 6, Inspection Committee, this chapter.) 
4. Carries out, before the official draw, a roll call of entered hounds. Hounds not present shall be 

scratched. 
5. Insures that all equipment is in place and functioning, including: 

(a) Proper color and size blankets. 
(b) All record sheets and judges scoring sheets. 

6. Insures that all placement awards are on hand. 
7. Provides for policing, i.e., clean-up of the grounds before, during and after the meet, especially of 

anything remotely resembling a lure and anything hazardous. 
8. Must individually approve anyone who is to be allowed in the judging area other than the officials of 

the trial (e.g., apprentice judges). 
9. May, at his discretion, excuse from the field for the day any hound that exhibits uncontrolled 

aggressive behavior toward any person or hound on the trial grounds, except hounds competing in 
the course then in progress. The field chairman may also excuse, or levy and collect a penalty fee of 
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$5 from the owner or the duly authorized agent of any hound that is loose on the field and not in 
competition at the time. 

10. In the event of an official protest, the field chairman shall notify the judge(s) immediately. 

Section 3. Field Clerk. 

1. Is a member of the field committee. 
2. Is responsible for the draw of hounds in competition. 
3. Shall be stationed on the field and shall promptly collect the score sheets from the judges upon the 

completion of the judging of each course. 
4. Keeps score on the record sheets including judgeôs scores per hound. The field clerk shall notify the 
judge of any arithmetic or blanket color errors on the judgeôs (sô) sheets, and said error shall be 
corrected and initialed by the judge. The field clerk shall not change any judgeôs scores (see Ch. III, 
Sec. 20). 

5. Posts preliminary scores of each breed before finals, final scores before runoffs and Best of Breed 
runs and Best of Breed scores before Best in Field runs. 

6. Shall announce the final placements and scores at the end of the stake or trial. 

Section 4. Huntmaster 

1. Is a member of the field committee. 
2. Will be in complete charge of all hounds and handlers (see also Ch. V, Sec. 13). 
3. Shall call up each new course as each previous course is completed. 
4. Will insure that a handler handles but one hound in each course. 
5. Will check that blankets are properly secured and slip leads are in position for release. Will check that 

any elastic collars used for the purpose of identification fit snugly around the neck but are constructed 
to easily pull over the head and meet ASFA regulations as established in Chapter V, Section 15. 

6. Must explain release and retrieval procedures before each preliminary course only. 
7. Shall stand in close proximity to, but not in front of, the handlers and hounds. 
8. The lure must be positioned in front of the hounds and in the direction in which it will travel before the 

signal is given to activate it. The lure shall not be brought up from behind the hounds. 
9. As the huntmaster is facing the lure, the hounds shall be placed as follows: YELLOW on the left, 

PINK in the middle or to the right in braces, BLUE on the right in trios. 
10. Shall not tease the hounds with the lure. 
11. Shall question, in the following order, the judge(s), lure operator and handlers ñAre you ready?ò and, 

after affirmative answers, the course is begun for the purpose of determining a pre-slip. 
12. Provides a hand signal to the lure operator to start the lure. 
13. Gives the signal ñtally-hoò to release the hounds for each course, and ñRetrieve your houndsò when 

appropriate. 
14. Hounds should not be slipped before the sound of the ñTò in ñtally-ho.ò Will notify the handler of the 

pre-slipped hound and the judge(s) of any pre-slips immediately at the end of each course. If the 
huntmaster fails to notify the judge(s) of a pre-slip, then to all intents there has been no pre-slip, but 
the judge(s) shall have the prerogative to question the huntmaster at any time if the release seems 
questionable. 

15. The huntmaster may order a hound that fails to run at the tally-ho, or returns to its handler while the 
course is in progress, to be immediately retrieved. The huntmaster shall notify the judges(s) of an 
immediate retrieval at the completion of the course, but the judge(s) shall have the prerogative to 
question the huntmaster at any time if the immediate retrieval seems questionable. In the case of a 
restart, it will be up to the judge(s) to determine whether a retrieved hound shall be included in the 
restart. 

16. Will cause the lure to be stopped upon a pre-slip and restart provided no tally-ho has been sounded. 
17. Will inspect the lure before every course and replace it if needed. 
18. Will neither pick up nor authorize anyone to pick up or touch the lure until such time as all hounds are 

on lead and moving away from the finish line, unless the lure is lying on the ground in the clear. 
19. Insures that the lure be re-strung immediately upon completion of each course. 
20. Shall notify the inspection committee if any of the hounds appear lame. 
21. Shall notify the judge(s) of any occurrence at the beginning or the end of a course which might be 

grounds for excusal, dismissal or disqualification. Appropriate action shall be at the sole discretion of 
the judge(s). 
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22. Shall inform immediately the handlers of all hounds in a course that is called a no-course or a course 
in which a dog is dismissed or disqualified. 

23. May signal the lure operator to stop the lure any time a hound becomes entangled in the string or 
when a potentially dangerous situation may develop. 

24. Shall not huntmaster for any stake or flight in which any hound is entered that he owns or co-owns or 
is owned or co-owned by a member of his immediate family or residence. 

Section 5. Lure Operator 

1. Is a member of the field committee. 
2. Will lay out the course according to the approved course plan. 
3. Will make at least one pilot run of the lure before the first course of the day and upon reversing or 

changing the course layout. 
4. Starts the lure at the signal from the huntmaster and stops it at least 20 yards before the lure 

machine, if possible. 
5. Will attempt to keep the lure 10 to 30 yards in front of the lead hound at all times after the course 

begins. (See Ch. III, Sec. 8 (d).) In the event a hound becomes unsighted, the lure must continue in 
the originally planned direction until completion of the course. 

6. Will stop the lure on a signal from the huntmaster or judge(s), but shall automatically stop the lure any 
time a hound becomes entangled in the string or when a potentially dangerous situation may develop. 

7. Shall not operate the lure for any stake in which any hound is entered that he owns or co-owns or is 
owned or co-owned by a member of his immediate family or residence. 

8. The same lure operator shall operate the lure throughout an entire stake. 
9. Shall notify the judge(s) of any occurrence at the beginning or end of a course which might be 

grounds for excusal, dismissal, or disqualification. Appropriate action shall be at the sole discretion of 
the judge(s). 

Section 6. Inspection Committee 

1. Are members of the field committee. 
2. The inspection committee shall consist of three people whose duties shall be to inspect each entry for 

lameness, bitches in season, and breed disqualifications, at roll call. The inspection committee shall 
also investigate and report its findings to the field chairman regarding any observed or reported 
aggressiveness of any hound or abuse or mistreatment of any hound on the grounds during the trial 
hours. Hounds that have been awarded the ASFA F.Ch. or ASFA V-F.Ch. title shall not be inspected 
for breed disqualifications unless such inspection is requested by an exhibitor, judge or the field 
committee. The hounds that pass inspection shall be considered the entry, for the purpose of the 
draw, for their respective breed. 

3. Any hound found to have a breed disqualification, to be lame, or any bitch in season or which shows 
a discharge characteristic of being in season, shall be barred from competition and entry fees shall be 
refunded by check within 90 days of the trial. This measurement and determination of breed 
disqualifications shall be the responsibility of the inspection committee. 

4. If a hound is injured in the meet or becomes lame in the meet, the inspection committee shall 
determine whether the hound may continue to compete or whether it shall be withdrawn. A hound so 
withdrawn shall not be entitled to a refund of its entry fee. 

5. The procedure for measuring is as follows: 
(a) The hound being measured shall be placed on a flat, level surface that is not slippery. The 
handler shall position the hound at the inspection committeeôs discretion. The hound shall be in a 
naturally alert position, with the head up but not stretched upward, and with its feet well under it 
and its forelegs vertical as viewed both from the front and side. 

(b) A member of the inspection committee, of which there shall be three members, shall first 
determine the highest point over the shoulder blades with one hand, and shall then pass the 
measuring wicket over the hound from the rear with the other hand, and place the wicket so the 
cross piece comes down directly on the highest point over the shoulder blades. The wicket should 
not be placed on the neck in front of the shoulder or on the spinal column behind the shoulder 
blades. At least two members of the inspection committee must agree that a hound is within or 
outside the height limits. 

(c) Hounds will be measured only once and at the time of roll call. 
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(d) Handlers will be allowed only two minutes to position their dogs in a proper standing position. 
Hounds that cannot be made to stand in the proper position for measurement on two attempts will 
not be allowed to course, and their entry fees will be forfeited. 

Section 7. Field Committee 

1. The field committee will make every attempt to conduct the trial in accordance with what is published 
in the premium list. Changes may only be made out of necessity, not convenience. This includes the 
field committee and their assignments, judges, lure operators, and course plan. 

2. Field committees may make such general regulations or additional rules for the governance of their 
field trials as shall be considered necessary and proper, provided such regulations or rules do not 
conflict with, change, or modify any running rule or field procedure of the ASFA. Such additional 
regulations or rules shall be printed and distributed with the premium list and violations thereof shall 
be considered the same as violations of the rules and regulations of the ASFA. 

3. The decision of the field committee shall be final, conclusive and binding on all parties, in all matters 
occurring on the day of the meet, except for matters coming within the jurisdiction of the judge(s), but 
such committee decisions must be made in accord with the general running rules and standard 
procedures that apply to the trial being held. All decisions are subject to the rules of the ASFA. 

4. If it becomes necessary to replace a published judge after the opening of the lure field trial and no 
person on the eligible judges list is available to take the aforementioned judgeôs place, the field 
committee may select, as a substitute for the published judge, a person whose name is not on the 
eligible judges list provided such person is not currently suspended from the privileges of the ASFA. 
The field committee must announce the name of any substitute judge before the draw for the stake at 
which he is to officiate. 

5. In the case where a judge is unable to complete his judging assignment, a replacement may be 
substituted. The field committee shall notify the exhibitors of the substitution. All of the scores of the 
judge that was replaced shall stand as recorded. 

6. If a judge is substituted in a stake in which an owner has a hound entered, he has the option of 
withdrawing his hound before the draw and receiving his entry fee back. If, subsequent to the draw, a 
judge must be substituted, no refunds shall be made. 

7. In the event a published lure operator cannot fulfill his assignment, the field committee must select a 
substitute lure operator and must announce the name of that substitute before the draw for the stake 
at which he is to operate the lure. If a lure operator is substituted in a stake in which an owner has a 
hound entered, he has the option of withdrawing his hound before the draw and receiving his entry 
fee back. If, subsequent to the draw, a lure operator must be substituted, no refunds shall be made. 
The published lure operator shall make every effort to complete his assignment. 

8. The field committee shall handle all official protests on the day of the lure field trial as specified in Ch. 
IX. 

9. The field committee shall have the authority to dismiss from the grounds of a lure field trial for the day 
any individual who willfully interferes with any person, hound, or official during trial hours. Failure to 
immediately comply with this dismissal may be grounds for the suspension of privileges for a period 
to be determined by the Board. 

 

Chapter III 

JUDGING 

In addition to those rules and procedures set forth in Chapter II, as they relate to judges, the following 
shall apply: 

Section 1. Clubs may, at their discretion, use either one or two judges for any given breed or breeds at 

ASFA lure field trials. If only one judge is used, he or she must be regularly licensed for each breed so 
judged with the exception of field trials held in conjunction with a given breedôs national specialty, 
Regional Invitationals, and the ASFA International Invitational, which must use two judges for each stake. 

Section 2. A person shall not judge the same breed or breeds ALONE on two consecutive days within a 

150-mile radius. 



 

ASFA Website Copy © 01-09  Page 10  
 
 

Section 3. No judge shall handle a hound in the stake or stakes where he is officiating. No hound may 

be entered in a stake where a judge is officiating if the hound is owned or co-owned by that judge, or if 
the hound is owned or co-owned by a member of that judgeôs immediate family or residence. Such 
hounds may be entered at that meet in other stakes where the judge is not officiating. 

Section 4. No judge shall perform any other field trial duties during his or her judging assignment that 

are reasonably likely to interfere with his or her judging performance. In particular, no one may judge and 
operate the lure at the same time, or judge and serve as huntmaster at the same time. 

Section 5. Each and every judge, before beginning his assignment, shall walk the course and verify with 

the field chairman that the approved course plan is properly staked. 

Section 6. While on the field during his judging assignment, no judge shall discuss anything relative to 

his judging assignment with any handler or agent. 

Section 7. While observing the course in progress, when two judges are used, the judges shall stand 

apart. They shall not converse during the running of the course, nor shall they discuss anything pertaining 
to that course, except to state ñno course,ò until the score sheets have been turned in to the field clerk or 
his representative. 

Section 8. A judge shall be able to call a no-course at any time: 

(a) the hounds are interfered with or disrupted or he cannot fairly score the course. 
(b) when a segment of the lure falls off and any hound reacts to said segment, but only if he cannot fairly 

score the course. 
(c) if a hound or hounds touch or catch the lure and, in the judgeôs(sô) opinion(s), by so doing that action 

causes interference with the running of the course, it shall be declared a no-course. Any time a hound 
becomes entangled in the string, the judge(s) shall order the lure stopped and may declare a no-
course. 

(d) if the lure operator fails to maintain the 10-30 yard limit, and the hounds become unsighted, a judge 
shall have the prerogative to call a no-course. 

If either judge calls a no-course on one or more of the hounds in a course, both judges will score the re-
run. 

Section 9. Judges are responsible for scoring all categories in all courses: preliminaries, finals, runoffs, 

etc. 

Section 10. Placing of winners shall be decided on the basis of qualities evidenced by: enthusiasm, 

follow, speed, agility and endurance in scoring the hounds. Judges shall score in whole numbers only, 
and shall be governed by the following system: 

Enthusiasm ............................... 15 pts. 
Follow ........................................ 15 pts. 
Speed ........................................ 25 pts. 
Agility ......................................... 25 pts. 
Endurance ................................. 20 pts. 
 ...................................... Total: 100 pts. 

Less: Pre-slip penalty ................... ï1 to ï10 pts. 
(from each judge). When a pre-slip occurs, each judge shall levy a penalty of between 1 and 
10 points for that course. The pre-slip penalty shall not be carried over in the case where a 
no-course is called on the course in progress. 

Less: Course delay penalty .......... ï1 to ï10 pts. 
(from each judge). When a course delay occurs, each judge shall levy a 1 to 10 point penalty 
for that course. This includes when a hound is slipped when no tally-ho has been sounded. 
The course delay penalty shall be carried over in the case where a no-course is called on the 
course in progress and shall be cumulative in the case of repeated delays. 

Section 11. A judge may score some hounds in a course and re-run other hounds from the same 

course. At his discretion, the judge may score hounds which fail to complete the course for any reason, if 
a judge is able to do so. In the case where the hounds fail to run in the preliminary course, a judge shall 
have the option of giving the hounds a minimum score or excusing them. 



 

ASFA Website Copy © 01-09  Page 11  
 
 

Section 12. A zero total score from both judges, or a judge when only one is used, in the preliminary 

course automatically excuses a hound for the day. Hounds excused for any reason in the preliminary 
course will not be permitted to run in the final course, and will not be counted as having been in 
competition when computing the points. Hounds scored in the preliminary run but excused in the final run 
shall be counted when computing points. 

Section 13. Hounds may be excused from the field by a judge for the following reasons: 

(a) Hounds who fail to run after the tally-ho in either the preliminary or final course. 
(b) Hounds who may be considered unfit to compete. 
(c) Hounds who course other hounds rather than the lure. 
(d) Hounds whose handlers or owners interfere with the judges or officials. 
(e) Hounds who delay the course. 
(f) Handlers who willfully interfere with another competitor, his hound, or any official. 

Section 14. Hounds shall be dismissed from the field by a judge, for the day, for interfering 

(aggressively or playfully) with the course of another hound. (Growling and/or barking, in and of itself, 
does not constitute grounds for dismissal.) 

Section 15. In the event that a hound running loose joins a course in progress, and interferes with or 

instigates a fight with another hound properly entered in that course, the judge or judges currently judging 
the course in progress may excuse the offending hound from the field for the day.(Such judges need not 
be scheduled to judge the breed to which the offending hound belongs.) 

Section 16. Hounds shall be disqualified by the judge, or by agreement of both judges where two are 

used, for the following reason: fighting - the aggressor in fighting in the field. In the event that only one of 
two judges disqualifies a hound, this disqualification constitutes a dismissal. 

Section 17. If a hound is excused, dismissed or disqualified, the course may be called a no-course by a 

judge. The remaining hound or hounds may be run in a remaining course if one exists or be given the 
opportunity to re-run alone and be scored. 

Section 18. Judges shall immediately inform the huntmaster when a course is called a no-course or 

when a hound is dismissed or disqualified (see Ch. II, Sec 4, #22). 

Section 19. Judges must state on the judges sheet the specific reason for excusal, dismissal or 

disqualification. 

Section 20. A judge may not change his or her score or decision after a trial is concluded.  

Section 21. After a course has been judged, and the marked score sheets turned over to the field clerk, 

only the judge can change his final score and only in the case of an arithmetical or blanket color error. 

Section 22. The judgeôs decisions upon all matters relating to the course are final and binding. The 
Board of Directors of the ASFA may reverse, change or modify a judgeôs decision, but only in accordance 
with the procedures in Chapter IX. 
 

Chapter IV 

SCHEDULING THE MEET 

Section 1. An approved date must be obtained for a lure field trial. The requesting club must be 

sanctioned by the American Sight-hound Field Association. Applications for dates must be submitted in 
writing to the Scheduling Committee; such applications must be submitted by the field secretary or an 
authorized member of the host club at least 45 days prior to the date requested. Requests for dates shall 
include: 
(a) Name of host club. 
(b) Date(s) requested. 
(c) Location of trial. 
(d) All-breed or specialty trial. 
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Section 2. The sanction to hold a lure field trial is granted for a specified time period. The host club does 

not have the option of completing a trial at a future date or at another locale, except in the case of an 
extreme act of nature or a catastrophe emergency. A change of trial date(s) and/or location in the case of 
an emergency may be authorized by the ASFA President 45 days or less before a trial. Under such 
circumstances the affected club must comply with the following conditions: 
1. The request for the emergency action must be made through the Scheduling Chair or, if unavailable, 

may be made directly to the President. If neither the Scheduling Chair nor the President are available, 
the request may go to any officer who can be reached quickly. Although telephone or email 
notification is acceptable, USPS letter is preferred. If notification is by telephone or email, a follow-up 
USPS letter must go to the Scheduling Chair with copies sent to the Corresponding Secretary and the 
Regional Director.  

2. An emergency is defined as a sudden and unexpected turn of events that makes it impossible to hold 
the scheduled trial on the planned date or in the planned location; examples include extreme and 
unusual weather conditions, dangerous field conditions, unmowed fields, inaccessibility to the trial site 
or cancellation of permission for use of the trial site. 

3. Relocation of the trial site on the original date must be within 50 miles of the original site and must not 
conflict with the required distance between trial sites of any previously scheduled trials. 

4. The club must make a good-faith attempt to notify all entrants of any site change before the trial and 
post a person(s) at the original trial site from the beginning of trial hours until ½ hour after roll call to 
direct entrants to the new site. 

5. When the date of the trial is changed, the club must make a good-faith attempt to notify all entrants. If 
possible, Scheduling will notify the ASFA webmaster about the change of date/location for placement 
on the ASFA website. 

Section 3. Two sample copies of the premium list and entry form must be sent to the Scheduling 

Committee no less than 45 days prior to the approved date. A field secretary may not mail out the 
premium list until such time as it has been approved for mailing by the Scheduling Committee. 
1. Premium lists must be 5-1/2 inches wide and 8-1/2 inches high. The entry form and premium must be 

of the same size and must conform exactly to the list of requirements included in this chapter. 
2. Closing date, limitations of entries and entry fees are left to the discretion of the host club. 
3. A final copy of the approved premium list must be sent to the Scheduling Committee, the President, 

and to the Regional Director of that area, in advance of the trial date. 
4. Each trial shall have a separate premium list, except that trials held by the same club(s) on 

consecutive dates on the same site may use a combined premium list. 
5. Only information pertaining to the trial(s) shall be included in the premium list. (Separate enclosures 

mailed with the premium list are acceptable.) 
6. Exhibition Only stakes are not considered part of the trial, and shall not be included in the premium 

list. 
7. All-breed trials on the same date will be 150 miles, or more, apart. 
8. A club or association that has held a trial or trials in any one year shall have first right to claim the 

corresponding date(s) for its trial(s) to be held in the next succeeding year. 
9. If a club wishes to hold a trial on their priority date, they must request this from the Scheduling Chair, 

in writing, at least 120 days before the date of the trial. 
10. A club may hold priority on a date for an additional year if it relinquishes the date for a Regional or 

International Invitational. Such relinquishment and reservation for the following year must be made in 
writing to the Scheduling Chair. 

Section 4. The ASFA will, from time to time, publish a list of judges eligible to judge ASFA events. 

Section 5. Course Plans. Exact layouts, including approximate distances between turns, and locations 

of hills, gullies, fences, etc., of proposed coursing plans must be in the premium list. 
1. No course shall be less than 500 yards. It is recommended that a course be no less than 600 yards 

whenever possible. 
2. When using a continuous-loop system every attempt shall be made when laying out the course plan 

to assure that the lure does not traverse the course twice in order to meet the distance requirements. 
The minimum distance of line used on the continuous loop shall be 500 yards. 
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3. When using a continuous-loop system, mid-course reversals are permissible so long as they are 
clearly stated in the premium list and provided that the place and duration of the reversal is the same, 
or approximately the same, for each and every course. 

Section 6. Entry Forms. Entry forms must include: name of host club, date of trial, field secretaryôs name 
and address, closing date(s) of entries, entry fee(s), and entry limit, if any. 

Section 7. Hound Certification Form. A current Hound Certification form, if hound certification runs will 

be offered. 

Section 8. Required Contents of Premium Lists. 

1. Each premium list must contain all of the items enumerated in this list. 
2. The following items must appear on the front cover: 

(a) Closing date(s) for entries and entry limits (if any). 
(b) Club name (logo optional). 
(c) All-breed or single breed trial(s). 
(d) Date of trial(s). 
(e) Location of trial (street, town and state). Must include an actual street address, city and state, or a 

physical/legal description, if no address is available. 
(f) A day-of-trial cell phone or on-site emergency contact number, if possible. 
(g) Entry fee(s). 
(h) Permission has been granted by the American Sighthound Field Association for the holding of 

this event under American Sighthound Field Association Rules and Regulations. 
....................................., Chair, ASFA Scheduling Committee. 

(i) The ASFA region in which the trial is being held. 
3. The following items must appear within the premium list, in approximately the order indicated (only 

minor deviations from the indicated order will be approved): 
(j) Club officers and directors. 
(k) Judges and their complete addresses, their city and state of residence and assignments. (An 

asterisk shall be used to denote provisional status.) 
(l) Field Committee, including, at least, chairman, secretary and lure operator. 
(m) Ribbons (or rosettes) will be awarded for all placements -1st through NBQ, Best of Breed and 

Best in Field (if offered). 
(n) Trial hours. 
(o) Roll call(s). 
(p) Entries will (or will not) be acknowledged by mail (or telephone). 
(q) Breed or list of breeds eligible to enter. Only purebred Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Basenjis, 

Borzoi, Greyhounds, Ibizan Hounds, Irish Wolfhounds, Italian Greyhounds, Pharaoh Hounds, 
Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Salukis, Scottish Deerhounds, Sloughis, and Whippets and Provisional 
breeds (if any) may be entered in the regular stakes. Limited stake breeds, if any, may be entered 
in the Limited Stake. These are listed in each issue of the Field Advisory News. 

(r) ñAll entries in the regular stakes shall be individually registered with the American Kennel Club, 
the National Greyhound Association, the Federation Cynologique Internationale, an ASFA-
recognized foreign or ASFA Board approved registry, or possess a critique registration number 
(CRN) from the Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis (SPDBS). Limited and/or 
Provisional stake entries shall be individually registered with the appropriate registry. . (Dogs with 
an Indefinite Listing Privilege (ILP) or Purebred Alternate Listing (PAL) from the American Kennel 
Club shall be considered registered with that body.)ò 

(s) Stakes offered. Regular stakes must be listed: Open stake, any eligible sighthound, excluding 
ASFA Field Champions of record; Field Champion stake, any ASFA Field Champion; Veteran 
stake, any eligible hound whose age is at least six years, except Irish Wolfhounds, whose age 
shall be at least five years, and Whippets and Rhodesian Ridgebacks, whose age shall be at 
least seven years. Limited stake. Singles stake - optional. Best in Field will or will not be offered. 
(Non-regular stakes: Breeder and Kennel - optional.) 

(t) All entries must be one year of age or older on the day of the trial. 
(u) Stakes will be split into flights by public random draw if the entry in any regular stake is 20 or 

more. 



 

ASFA Website Copy © 01-09  Page 14  
 
 

(v) Bitches in season, hounds with breed disqualifications, and lame hounds will be excused. 
(w) Hounds not present at the time of roll call will be scratched. 
(x) Hound certification runs will (or will not) be offered and when (one hour prior to roll call, following 

the trial, etc.). 
(y) Type of lure machine. (Examples: battery-powered take-up reel; or battery-powered continuous-

loop system.) 
(z) Type of lure. (Examples: highly-visible plastic strips; or a combination of highly-visible plastic and 

fur; or fur.) 
(aa) Course plan. A diagram to approximate scale, including total number of yards, known obstacles 

(if any) and distances between pulleys. Also must include indication of the start and finish of the 
course and whether it will (or will not) be reversed for final courses. (Description of 
grounds/terrain - as needed.) 

(bb) Return address and directions to the site. 
4. It is highly recommended that the following information be included in the premium list mailing. 

(a) General information on Field Advisory News. 
(b) Information on accommodations, including whether they accept dogs. 
(c) Availability of veterinary care. 
(d) Whether food, water, and shade (if appropriate) will be available for handlers and/or hounds. 
(e) Return address and/or directions to the trial site 

5. Optional information may be included in premium lists, so long as it is consistent with these running 
rules and is pertinent to the trial(s). The following items are specifically allowed: 
(a) Trophies. 
(b) If muzzles are required it must be so stated; otherwise, optional. 
(c) If substitutions for hounds are allowed after the closing date this must be stated in the premium 

list. 
(d) The club reserves the right to alter the course diagram as required by weather and/or field 

conditions on the day of the trial, included with the course plan. 
(e) Return address and/or directions to the trial site. 
(f) Reasonable health restrictions. 

 

Chapter V 

RUNNING THE MEET 

Section 1. At a breed specialty trial, either two or three regular stakes shall be offered, i.e., Open, Field 

Champion and Veteran, except that at a Limited breed specialty trial only the Limited stake will be offered; 
at an all-breed trial, three regular stakes shall be offered in all breeds, i.e., Open, Field Champion and 
Veteran. 

Section 2. Except for national breed specialties, any entry limits shall be restricted to limitations in 

overall number of hound entries accepted at a trial. National breed clubs may choose, in addition, to 
require that any hound entered in a national breed specialty must have earned 20 ASFA points, or 
equivalent points in its country of residence, or must be a Field Champion of Record. If a national breed 
club chooses to impose such a requirement, proof of non-ASFA title and non-ASFA points for hounds 
should be in the form of a photocopy of the certificate, or page of formal printing and included with the 
entry. 

Section 3. No hound may be entered in more than one regular stake at a meet. Designation of stake 

entered may be changed up until the draw for that breed has begun. 

Section 4. The judge or judges must be the same for all stakes in any one breed, unless a judge is 

unable to complete his assignment (see Ch. II, Sec. 7, #4 & 5). The only exception shall be for Singles 
stake, in which all hounds entered are judged by the judge or judges published for the Singles stake. 

Section 5. Regular stakes are described as follows: 

(a) OPEN STAKE: Each stake shall consist of entries of only one breed, dogs and bitches; ASFA Field 
Champions of record of that breed may not be entered. A photocopy of acceptable registry must be 
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submitted with a houndôs first ASFA field trial entry. This requirement will be waived for hounds 
registered with the National Greyhound Association. 

To be eligible to enter the open stake, a hound must have been certified by a licensed judge within 
the year preceding the closing date for the entry, houndôs first competition, or have previously 
competed in the Open stake. Such certification must indicate that the hound completed one course of 
at least 500 yards, running continuously with another hound of the same breed (or another breed with 
a similar running style), and showed no inclination to interfere with the other hound, or to course the 
other hound rather than the lure. A hound must be at least eleven (11) months old to run in a 
certification course. 

The preceding eligibility requirement will be waived for a hound that has earned a lure coursing or 
racing title from another recognized organization, if such title requires competition, and if a waiver for 
such title has been approved by the ASFA. 

(b) FIELD CHAMPION STAKE: Each stake shall consist of entries of only one breed, dogs and bitches, 
who are ASFA Field Champions of record. Hounds whose ownerôs records show them to be ASFA 
Field Champions may be entered for a period up to 90 days without official certification. Hounds 
whose ownerôs records show them to have met the requirements for the Field Champion title may be 
changed from the Open stake to the Field Champion Stake provided notification is made to the field 
secretary prior to roll call. Hounds determined not to be eligible to compete in the Field Champion 
stake will forfeit all points and placements earned in that stake toward an LCM. 

(c) VETERAN STAKE: For any individual hounds whose age is at least six years, except Irish 
Wolfhounds whose age shall be at least five years, and Whippets and Rhodesian Ridgebacks, whose 
age shall be at least seven years. The hound certification requirement in (a) above also applies to 
hounds entered in the Veteran stake which have not previously competed in Open. Hounds entered 
in the Veteran stake may not be entered in any other regular stake in the same lure field trial. 

Section 6. The following description applies to all regular stakes: 

(a) When the entry in any regular stake reaches 20 or more, the stake will be split. The stake will be 
divided as evenly as possible by random draw, except as noted in Ch. V, Sec. 7, #3. Multiple entries 
from the same owner will be divided between courses as evenly as possible if the appropriate box on 
the entry form has been checked. There must be a minimum of 10 in each flight. If the entry in a stake 
which has been split into flights drops below 20 at any time prior to the running of the first course of 
that stake, the stake shall be redrawn. 

(b) Every entry in the regular stakes, not excused, dismissed or disqualified, shall be run twice. The order 
of running for both courses shall be by random draw. (See Ch. V, Sec. 7) 

(c) Hounds absent at roll call or at the running of their stake or flight shall be scratched. 
(d) After completion and posting of final scores, all hounds no longer required for further judging are 

excused. 
(e) The top five placing hounds in each stake or flight shall be determined by the combined scores of the 

preliminary and final runs. 
(f) ASFA points are awarded to the first through fourth placements in all regular stakes and/or flights 

(when regular stake entry is split). 
(g) Ties for the top five placements in any regular stake (or flights when the stake is split) will be run-off 

or forfeited. If one hound in a tie runoff is dismissed or disqualified, the hound not dismissed or 
disqualified is considered to have won the runoff. 

(h) All hounds entered in a regular stake shall be divided into trios, if possible, or braces. However, at the 
option of the host club, selected breeds may be run in braces, if possible. Host clubs shall not have 
this option at Regional or International Invitationals. Clubs exercising this option shall so state in the 
premium list, and shall list those breeds to be run in braces. When necessary under this option, 
hounds shall be run in trios rather than alone, including in the Best of Breed run. Hounds shall be 
designated by colors according to their drawing. 

1st number drawn ...................... Bright YELLOW 
 ............................................... (placed on the left) 
2nd number drawn ............................ Bright PINK 
 ......................... (middle or on the right in braces) 
3rd number drawn ............................ Bright BLUE 
 ............................................. (placed on the right) 
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Section 7. First placing hounds in all regular stakes of each breed shall run-off or withdraw from Best of 

Breed competition. Unless all ties for first place and Best of Breed can be resolved in one course, all ties 
must be broken before running Best of Breed. Best of Breed competition must be resolved in one course. 
In the case of multiple flights, an overall winner in the Open stake, an overall winner in the Field 
Champion stake, and an overall winner in the Veteran stake must be determined by runoff or forfeiture 
unless the Best of Breed can be run in one course. Determination of this overall winner shall be 
determined in the same manner as tie-breaking: namely, all hounds in contention shall be randomly 
drawn in as many courses as are necessary, and after a single run of each course the high-scoring hound 
will be considered the overall winner (ties must be forfeited or run-off). The winner of this run or the 
remaining hound shall be declared that breedôs Best of Breed. Only hounds winning a Best of Breed run 
shall be awarded points equal to the points awarded the highest-placing hound in that breed which it 
defeated. In the event of a single entry in any breed, or all hounds in a breed entered in one stake, the 
Best of Breed winner shall be determined solely by the highest combined scores of the preliminary and 
final courses. A hound must earn a qualifying score in the runoff in order to win Best of Breed. A hound 
who wins a Best of Breed run, and who is a single entry in a stake, shall be awarded a first placement 
with competition. 

A hound excused, dismissed or disqualified in a runoff and/or Best of Breed run shall not lose prior 
points or placements earned that day. A dismissal or disqualification in a runoff and/or Best of Breed run 
shall count on the houndôs record in accordance with Chapter VIII, ñDisqualification, Dismissal, and 
Reinstatement of Hounds.ò 

Section 8. Conducting the Draw 

1. The order and arrangement of hounds coursing shall be determined by a random drawing by breed at 
the beginning of the field trial or stake. 

2. The draw shall be after the roll call and inspection on the day of the trial, and shall be made in full 
public view on the trial grounds. However, stakes may be split prior to roll call at national specialty 
trials or Invitationals. 

3. Multiple entries from an owner shall be divided as evenly as possible between flights (if the regular 
stake is split.) Upon request from an owner or an ownerôs agent on the entry form, multiple entries 
from an owner shall be divided as evenly as possible between each course. This does not apply to 
the Best in Field competition. In the event of a kennel stake, the separation shall divide the kennel 
entry. 

4. When there is but a single course in a regular stake in which an owner or his duly-authorized agent 
has more than one hound, these hounds will be run together or one or more will be scratched by 
owner or his duly-authorized agent, without refund of entry fee. 

5. If only one member of a breed is entered, that hound may be run with another breed if all exhibitors 
involved agree. The hounds would be scored separately. 

6. A single entry in a stake may be drawn to run with any other stake of that breed if all the handlers 
involved agree, but in no event shall more than two stakes be mixed unless all stakes in a breed can 
be run as a single course. The hounds would be scored separately. The judges shall not be informed 
which courses are combined. 

7. A hound that has received a minimum score of less than half the total possible points in the 
preliminary course shall be eligible to compete in the final course. A hound that is excused will not be 
permitted to run in the final course, and will not be counted as having been in competition when 
computing the points. 

8. After the draw is completed, should, for any reason, a hound fail to appear for its course, such that a 
single hound remains to be run, that remaining hound will be run and scored alone, unless that hound 
can be added to a brace, should one exist, in a preceding or subsequent course. 

Section 9. Singles Stake 

At the option of the host club, a Singles stake may be offered. If the host club offers this stake, it must 
so state in the premium list. All rules pertaining to regular stakes shall apply except when inconsistent 
with the following: 
(a) Each hound shall run the course alone. 
(b) No ASFA points or placements towards a Field Championship or an LCM shall be awarded. 
(c) Placements shall be awarded based on the combined preliminary and final course scores only. The 

winner of this stake shall not be eligible to compete in Best of Breed and/or Best in Field courses. 
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(d) Single stake entries from all breeds shall be combined into one Mixed Singles stake, with placements 
being awarded across breeds. 

(e) Only hounds found lame or in season at roll call shall be barred from competition in this stake. 
(f) The judge or judges shall be the same for the entire Singles stake. 
(g) A hound entered in the Singles stake shall not be eligible to enter the Open and/or Field Champion 

stake at that trial. 
(h) The host club may place a limit on the Singles stake entry separate from any limit placed on entries at 

the trial. 

Section 10. Limited Stake 

Limited stakes will be offered by all host clubs if there are any breeds approved for Limited status. All 
rules and procedures pertaining to competition in the Open stake shall apply to Limited stake competition 
except where inconsistent with the following: 
1. Each Limited stake shall consist of entries of only one breed, dogs and bitches. All Limited status 

breeds will be run in braces or trios, if possible. Scores and placements will be tallied by breed. 
2. Limited stake entry is allowed for hounds of breeds that: 1) are considered sighthounds by their 

national parent club or the parent club from the country of origin but are not eligible for competition in 
the ASFA regular stakes, and 2) are on the list of such breeds that the ASFA has currently approved 
for entry. (The current list of such breeds consists of: Chart Polskis, Cirneco dellôEtnas, Galgo 
Espanols, Magyar Agars, Peruvian Inca Orchids and Portuguese Podengos.) 

3. Limited stake entry must be allowed for all breeds on the current ASFA approved list, except that a 
club may offer a Limited status breed specialty trial, at which only hounds of the single specialty 
breed will be accepted for entry. 

4. Placements shall be awarded based on the combined preliminary and final course scores (and tie-
breaking runs if appropriate). The winners of these classes shall not be eligible to compete in the Best 
of Breed and/or Best in Field courses. 

5. No ASFA points or placements towards a Field Championship or an LCM shall be awarded. However, 
the parent clubs are encouraged to provide recognition. 

6. All-breed judges are licensed to judge Limited stakes. 
7. Provisional judges may judge Limited stakes as allowed by Ch. XI, Section 4 (a). However, such 

judging assignments will not be considered as part of the licensing requirements for additional 
breeds. 

8. Limited status breeds are eligible to compete in ASFA Invitationals. 

Section 11. Best in Field. 

At the option of the host club, a Best in Field may be offered. All Best of Breed winners shall be eligible to 
compete in the Best in Field competition (except provisional breeds, Single stakes and Limited stakes). If 
the host club offers this competition, it must so indicate in the premium list. 
(a) The order of running is to be determined by random draw. 
(b) Multiple entries from one owner will not be split into separate courses, if drawn together. 
(c) There will be only one run. 
(d) Best in Field shall only be run if two or more hounds are in competition. 
(e) No ASFA championship points will be awarded; however, the hound that wins Best in Field will be 

credited with a first placement in a stake. 
(f) The highest-scoring hound with a qualifying score will be declared the Best in Field on that day 
(g) An excusal, dismissal or disqualification in the Best in Field competition will not affect a houndôs prior 

awards earned on that day, but will count towards barring the hound from competition. 
(h) A hound winning Best in the ASFA International Invitational shall be considered to have won a Best in 

Field. 

Section 12. At the option of the host club, non-regular stakes may be offered as follows (all entries and 

awards shall be divided by breed): 
Note: The following stakes are non-regular stakes which can be offered by the host club at its option. If 
one or more of these stakes is offered, it is simply noted and winners are determined from their 
performance in the regular stake. In other words, these are not stakes especially run. They are designed 
to offer competitors a chance to win special non-regular ribbons or prizes. No points are awarded in any 
of these stakes. 
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(a) Kennel stake: For hounds of any individual breeds; an entry shall consist of two hounds, designated 
at time of entry, in one of the regular stakes being owned and kenneled by the same person. 

(b) Breeder stake: For any breed which shall have, designated at time of entry, two hounds bred by the 
same individual. 

In all non-regular stakes there will be only one winner per breed with no championship points awarded. 

Section 13. A person may handle any number of hounds during a trial, but may not handle more than 

one hound in each course of that trial. 

Section 14. Any owner who deputizes another person to handle his hound must not interfere with the 

hound or handler throughout the duration of the course. 

Section 15. Handlers shall provide and use, with each entry, a slip lead. No spike or prong collars are 

permitted on the field. 

Section 16. An elastic identification band, a blanket, muzzle (if used), and protective coverings in colors 

other than those listed in Sec. 5 (h) (if used) may be worn. Identification bands will be a maximum of 3/4" 
wide elastic in black or white. No other paraphernalia is permissible during the running of the course. 

Section 17. These rules permit a handler to muzzle his hound, provided said muzzle has no sharp, hard 

edges, and allows the hound to breathe freely. 

Section 18. A hound may not be added to a course unless that hound is a regular entry and is to be 

scored (i.e., there shall be no bye-dog.) 
 

Chapter VI 

RECORDS & FEES FORWARDED TO ASFA 

Section 1. All records must be received by the ASFA Records Coordinator within fourteen (14) days or 

be postmarked within ten (10) days of the approved lure field trial, with the exception of the International 
Invitational. In the case of the International Invitational, the records must be received by the ASFA 
Records Coordinator within twenty (20) days or be postmarked within fifteen (15) days of the approved 
dates for the International Invitational. For the penalty assessed for late receipt of records, see paragraph 
(h). 

These records must include: 
(a) A copy of the approved premium list. 
(b) Names and complete addresses of all judges and the field secretary. 
(c) All completed entry forms. 
(d) All judgeôs(sô) sheets, including re-runs and runoffs if required. 
(e) All record sheets for every course, including re-runs and runoffs if required. 
(f) Notations of reasons why hounds who were entered did not run, e.g., absent, bitches in season, 

lame, dismissed, disqualified under the ASFA breed disqualifications, excused by the field chairman, 
etc. 

(g) A per capita fee, as set by the Board of Directors (see schedule of fees in current issue of Field 
Advisory News) for each hound which was a paid entry in a regular stake (excepting those whose 
entry fee was refunded) shall be paid through an electronic funds transfer (EFT) as set by the Board 
of Directors or received by the ASFA Records Coordinator within fourteen (14) days or be 
postmarked within ten (10) days of the lure field trial, with the exception of the International 
Invitational. In the case of the International Invitational, the per capita must be paid through an 
electronic funds transfer (EFT) as set by the Board of Directors or received by the ASFA Records 
Coordinator within twenty (20) days or be postmarked within fifteen (15) days of the approved dates 
for the International Invitational. Points are not recorded by the Records Coordinator until either this 
per capita fee is received, or the Board of Directors has determined that there is an overriding reason 
to record the trial. The per capita must be paid by certified check, money order, electronic funds 
transfer or club check (do not send cash or personal checks). 

(h) The penalty charge for late receipt or postmark of records shall not exceed the per capita fee, subject 
to review by the ASFA Board of Directors. When paying electronically, receipt date will be the date 
ASFA is notified the payment has been received by the EFT system  
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(i) Changes to the approved premium list will be accompanied by a letter of explanation to the Records 
Coordinator. 

Section 2. The Records Coordinator will correct field clerk errors and placements on record sheets, 

where appropriate, but will not change any judgeôs total score. The Records Coordinator will notify the 
field secretary of the host club of any and all such changes. 

Section 3. The host club shall maintain a duplicate set of all records submitted for a period of one year 

following the lure field trial. 
 

Chapter VII 

PLACEMENTS, AWARDS and TITLES 

Section 1. Placements 
Championship points are not official until published in the Field Advisory News. In the event of an error 

in scoring, the Records Coordinator will notify the host club which shall have the sole responsibility of 
notifying those individuals whose hounds have received placements. Championship points in all regular 
stakes - Open, Field Champion and Veteran - shall be awarded by the ASFA on the basis of: 

First Place: Four times the number of hounds competing in the stake (or flight if the stake is split) with a 
maximum of 40 points. 

Second Place: Three times the number of hounds competing in the stake (or flight if the stake is split) 
with a maximum of 30 points. 

Third Place: Two times the number of hounds competing in the stake (or flight if the stake is split) with a 
maximum of 20 points. 

Fourth Place: Points equal to the number of hounds competing in the stake (or flight if the stake is split) 
with a maximum of 10 points. 

NBQ (Next Best Qualified): No points awarded. 
When computing points, hounds which have been Disqualified or Dismissed, during a preliminary or 

final course shall be counted. Hounds which have been excused, or which have received a total score of 
zero in the preliminary course, shall not be counted. 

No hound shall receive a placement or be awarded points if it does not score at least 50 percent of the 
total possible combined scores. Hounds which do not receive placements under this provision will 
nevertheless be considered as in competition for the purpose of awarding points to hounds which do 
place. 

Section 2. Awards 

All host clubs shall use the following colors for their prize ribbons or rosettes: 
First Place ........................................ Blue 
Second Place ................................... Red 
Third Place ................................... Yellow 
Fourth Place ................................... White 
NBQ .............................................. Green 
Best of Breed ................ Purple and Gold 
Best in Field ................. Red, White, Blue 

Each ribbon shall bear at least the following information: (a) club name or initials, (b) ASFA or American 
Sighthound Field Association spelled out, and (c) placement. Ideally, the ribbons or rosettes should be at 
least two (2) inches wide and approximately eight (8) inches long. 

If ribbons or rosettes are awarded at fun or practice events, they shall only be the following colors, but 
may be of any design or size: 

First Place ...................................... Rose 
Second Place ................................ Brown 
Third Place ........................... Light Green 
Fourth Place .................................... Gray 
NBQ ........................................ Light Pink 
Best of Breed .............................. Orange 
Best in Field ............................. Lavender 



 

ASFA Website Copy © 01-09  Page 20  
 
 

 

Section 3. Titles 
Field Champion: A permanent title of Field Champion (F.Ch.) shall be awarded as a suffix to the 
registered name of any hound which has fulfilled the following championship requirements: 
(a) Attained a number of championship points in Open stake competition, as fixed by the ASFA. That 

number of points is 100. 
(b) Contained in this 100 points there must be two first placements or one first placement and two 

second placements. 
All such placements shall be with competition which shall mean defeating at least one placing hound. 
In other words, a hound may have more than the 100 points but not be awarded the Field Champion 
title until the placements have been attained. 

(c) Individuals wishing to know their houndôs point standing should send the houndôs registered name, 
registration number and a self-addressed stamped envelope to the Records Coordinator of the ASFA, 
and this information will be sent to them. 

Veteran Field Champion: A permanent title of Veteran Field Champion (V-F.Ch.) shall be awarded as a 
suffix to the registered name of any hound which has fulfilled the following veteran championship 
requirements: 
(a) Attained a number of championship points in Veteran stake competition, as fixed by the ASFA. That 

number of points is 75. 
(b) Contained in this 75 points there must be two first placements or one first placement and two second 

placements. All such placements shall be with competition, which shall mean defeating at least one 
placing hound. In other words, a hound may have more than the 75 points but not be awarded the 
Veteran Field Champion title until the placements have been attained. 

Lure Courser of Merit: The ASFA shall recognize and make appropriate awards to those hounds who 
have attained the ASFA Field Championship, and who, after receiving the championship, continue to 
compete and receive four first placements with competition and 300 more points, which must be in the 
ASFA Field Champion stake. Hounds who shall have attained said number of placements and points 
shall be known as Lure Courser of Merit (LCM). 

When a hound completes the LCM title it may continue to compete for additional titles. After receiving 
an additional four (4) first placements with competition and an additional 300 points, the title of LCM II 
shall be awarded. This process will be indefinitely repeatable for LCM III, IV, and so on. 

The accumulation of placements and points for this title shall be retroactive. 
Veteran Lure Courser of Merit: The ASFA shall recognize and make appropriate awards to those 
hounds who have attained the ASFA Veteran Field Championship, and who, after receiving the 
championship, continue to compete and receive four first placements with competition and 200 more 
points, which must be in the ASFA Veteran stake. Hounds who shall have attained said number of 
placements and points shall be known as Veteran Lure Courser of Merit (V-LCM). 

When a hound completes the V-LCM title it may continue to compete for additional titles in the Veteran 
stake. After receiving an additional four first placements with competition and an additional 200 points, the 
title of V-LCM II shall be awarded. This process will be indefinitely repeatable for V-LCM III, IV, and so on. 
 

Chapter VIII 

DISQUALIFICATION, DISMISSAL, 
and REINSTATEMENT OF HOUNDS 

Section 1. Hounds shall be dismissed from the field by a judge, for the day, for interfering (aggressively 

or playfully) with the course of another hound. (Growling and/or barking, in and of itself, does not 
constitute grounds for dismissal.) 

Section 2. Hounds shall be disqualified by the judge, or by agreement of both judges where two are 

used, for the following reason: fighting - the aggressor in fighting in the field. In the event that only one of 
two judges disqualifies a hound, this disqualification constitutes a dismissal. 

Section 3. A hound dismissed or disqualified in a runoff, Best of Breed or Best in Field run shall not lose 

prior points or placements earned that day. A dismissal or disqualification in a runoff and/or Best of Breed 
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run shall count on the houndôs record in accordance with Chapter VIII, ñDisqualification, Dismissal and 
Reinstatement of Hounds.ò 

Section 4. A houndôs privilege to compete will be withdrawn upon either a disqualification or two (2) 
dismissals within six (6) lure field trials. The Records Coordinator of the ASFA must inform, in writing, the 
individual or individuals whose hound was disqualified, and cite the reason given for the houndôs 
disqualification. (See Chapter III, Sections 14 and 15.) A houndôs privilege to compete will be withdrawn 
immediately upon such withdrawal by another field trial sanctioning organization whose disbarments are 
recognized by the ASFA. 

Section 5. When a hound is dismissed at a trial, the dismissal will be expunged after the hound 

completes five (5) additional trials with qualifying scores, against competition, in at least the preliminary 
course and is not excused, dismissed or disqualified at the trial. If a hound is entered in a trial which is to 
count toward working off a dismissal, the fact that the hound is working off a dismissal must be indicated 
on the entry form. A second dismissal, or a disqualification, within six trials, disqualifies the hound. A trial 
at which a hound is excused does not count toward the houndôs five clean trials. 

Section 6. A hound whose privilege to compete was withdrawn based on such withdrawal by another 

field trial sanctioning organization may regain ASFA eligibility either by reinstatement by the other 
organization, or by following the provisions for reinstatement under the ASFA rules, as listed below. 

Section 7. The privilege to compete may be reinstated by the Board of Directors upon completion of: 

(a) a minimum of a calendar month of retraining, and 
(b) certification in writing, at least 30 days after the disqualification or second dismissal, by two (2) 

regularly licensed judges for the breed being reinstated, stating the hound is running cleanly with two 
(2) other hounds of the same breed (preferably not kennelmates), and 

(c) a letter to the Board of Directors from the owner of the hound applying for reinstatement, with a brief 
explanation of how the hound was retrained, and 

(d) a decision by the Board to reinstate said privilege. 

Section 8. A second reinstatement of the privilege to compete may only be accomplished by an explicit 

vote of the Board of Directors. Such decision may not be delegated. No hound may be reinstated more 
than twice. 
 

Chapter IX 

PROTESTING THE LURE FIELD TRIAL 

Any member of a club sanctioned to hold a lure field trial, or any participant in the lure field trial, or any 
individual belonging to a club sanctioned by the ASFA, may lodge a ñprotest of proceedingsò should 
he/she desire to do so. The following procedure must be followed: 

Section 1. A written statement lodging the protest and explicitly describing the infringement or non-

regular procedure or ruling, accompanied by a ten dollar ($10.00) protest filing fee (when paying by 
check, the check should be made out to ASFA) is given to the field chairman during the trial hours. Since 
according to Ch. III, Sec. 21, only the Board of Directors of the ASFA may reverse, change or modify a 
judgeôs decision, if the protest regards a judgeôs decision, the field committee shall not rule on the protest, 
but rather shall forward the protest and fees, plus any comments the committee is able to make on the 
substance of the protest, directly to the ASFA Corresponding Secretary. Otherwise, the field committee 
must make a ruling in writing as soon as possible during trial hours on that day, a copy of which shall be 
given, on that day, to the protestor. All monies, copies of the protest and copies of the field committee 
rulings must be received by the ASFA Corresponding Secretary within fourteen (14) days of the trial or be 
postmarked within ten (10) days of the trial, except protests upheld by the field committee are cause for 
reimbursement of the $10 fee to the protestor and no monies shall be forwarded to the Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Section 2. If an appeal of the decision of the field committee is desired, an additional letter from the 

protestor must be received by the ASFA Corresponding Secretary within fourteen (14) days or be 
postmarked within ten (10) days of the trial. 
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Section 3. The Corresponding Secretary will convey the protest situation to the Board of Directors of the 

ASFA who shall rule on upholding or negating the protest. 

Section 4. Protests upheld may void all points awarded at a lure field trial or may result in other action 

deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors. 
(a) Protests upheld are cause for reimbursement of the $10.00 filing fee to the protesting individual. 
(b) Protests not upheld cause forfeit of the $10.00 filing fee to the treasury of the ASFA. 

Section 5. In all cases, the individual protesting is informed of the ruling on the protest appeal within 30 

days subsequent to the ensuing Board of Directors meeting. 

Section 6. When a protest voids points awarded, the Corresponding Secretary informs the Records 

Coordinator and he/she notifies all participants who had received points that they are voided for that lure 
field trial. 

Section 7. In situations where the requirements for filing a protest cannot be met, statements of 

irregularity alleging an infringement of an ASFA rule by an individual or Club may also be sent to the 
Corresponding Secretary at any time, but preferably as soon after the alleged infringement as is possible. 
However, the Board will take no punitive action based on a statement of irregularity with regard to 
anything that took place prior to the date of the Board review. 
 

Chapter X 

BREED DISQUALIFICATIONS 

The ASFA will accept and abide by all AKC breed standards and disqualifications for the ASFA-
recognized sighthound breeds. A list of breed disqualifications is included in the appendix of this 
rulebook. 
 

Chapter XI 

LICENSING OF JUDGES 

Section 1. General Requirements 

All of the following requirements must be met before a license is granted: 
(a) must be 18 years of age or older. 
(b) must be in good standing with the American Sighthound Field Association. 
(c) must certify that he regularly receives a copy of the Field Advisory News. 
(d) must have a general knowledge of the coursing abilities of purebred sighthound breeds recognized by 

the ASFA. 
(e) must be familiar with the ASFAôs Running Rules and Field Procedures for Lure Field Trials. 
(f) Must have participated in lure field trials a minimum of three (3) consecutive years during which time 

the applicant has served at ten (10) or more field trials in some official capacity. 
(g) must have had lure coursing or open field coursing experience. 
(h) must file appropriate application forms. 
(i) must pay applicable fees. 

Section 2. For the provisions of this chapter only, the following terms shall be defined as follows: 
Applicant: a person seeking change from previous status. 
Apprentice: a person seeking a provisional license to judge; has no status as a judge at trials at this 

time. 
Chair: the ASFA chair of the subcommittee on Judges Licensing. 
Judge (also, regular licensed, licensed judge): a person who is fully licensed for a breed with no 

restrictions. At any time the word provisional or apprentice does not precede the word judge, it shall mean 
an individual who is licensed without restriction for that breed. 

Provisional (also, provisionally licensed, provisional judge): a person who may judge sanctioned lure 
field trials, with restrictions, as noted in this chapter. 

Publication: an applicantôs name shall be published in Field Advisory News or any other method of 
publication as approved by the Board of Directors. 
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Trial: an ASFA sanctioned lure field trial at which ASFA points are awarded to appropriate hounds (i.e., 
not a fun trial). 

Section 3. Pre-Licensing Requirements (apprentice status) 

(a) Any person who seeks a provisional license to judge must, in addition to fulfilling all of the general 
requirements of Section 1, apprentice judge a breed: 
1. at a minimum of three trials, and 
2. under three different licensed judges. 

(b) The applicant shall judge at least an entire breed, scoring each and every hound running in every 
course of that breed. Each of five breeds must be judged this minimum number of times before an 
apprentice is eligible for a provisional license. 

(c) The apprentice judgeôs sheets shall be accumulated until the requirements have been completed, 
including having each licensed judge fill out and sign an apprentice judging statement as approved by 
the ASFA. (See sample form in appendix.) 

(d) Prior to being granted a provisional license, the applicant must successfully complete a test provided 
by the ASFA, covering knowledge of the running rules. The required performance level on the test will 
be established by the Board. 

(e) When the above requirements have been met, the sheets, together with the completed application 
form, shall be sent to the Chair of Judges Licensing, to arrive within one year of the date last 
apprenticed. Upon receipt of this information, the chair shall verify the application, and may grant the 
provisional license no less than 45 days after publication of the application. The Chair of Judges 
Licensing shall publish a new judgeôs name first in FAN, if the deadline for FAN is 30 days or less in 
the future; otherwise it may be published on the ASFA website. The second publication may be either 
in FAN or on the website. 

(f) The ASFA Board of Directors may approve specific other field trial sanctioning organizations, judging 
at whose trials (as a licensed, or the equivalent, judge under that organizationôs rules) may be used in 
substitution for the apprenticing requirements indicated above. The Board may also indicate what 
class of events of such another organization shall be considered trials for the purposes of this 
chapter. For apprentice requirements fulfilled in this manner, rather than submitting judgeôs sheets 
and apprentice judging statements as indicated in (d) above, the applicant must submit the published 
results of the field trials of the other organization(s), showing the number of breeds and hounds 
judged. The combination of records submitted, for apprenticing at ASFA trials, and judging at other 
organizationôs trials, must meet the requirement given in paragraph (a) of judging each of five breeds 
at a minimum of three trials apiece. Applicants who satisfy apprentice requirements in this manner 
must also take and pass the ASFA judgeôs test before provisional status can be approved. 

Section 4. Provisional Status (seeking regular license) 

(a) During the period for which a provisional license is granted, the applicant is free to accept judging 
assignments. (On all premium lists, announcements, flyers, and so forth, an asterisk preceding the 
judgeôs name shall denote provisional.) The provisional license encompasses all breeds, but at no 
time shall a person judge more than four breeds in addition to Singles stakes and Limited stakes, for 
which he is not regularly licensed at any one trial without special dispensation as stated in Section 8 
of this chapter. 

(b) Any person seeking a regular license for a breed must judge the performance of seven or more 
hounds per trial in that breed: 
1. at a minimum of three trials, and 
2. under three or more different licensed judges. 

The provisional judge shall, on each occasion, present the licensed judge with a form (see sample) 
as approved by the ASFA, which the licensed judge completes, signs and returns to the provisional 
judge for mailing to the Chair. All such forms for a single breed must be dated within a three-year 
span of time. Provisional judges must be fully licensed for at least one breed within three years from 
the date of their provisional license, or revert to Apprentice status. 

(a) When the above requirements have been met, the provisional judge shall notify the chair in writing, 
listing each breed and assignment, accompanied by the forms signed by each licensed judge for 
each judging assignment. 

(b) The Board, upon recommendation of the chair, and after publication, shall determine if the applicant 
shall be granted a license for the breed or breeds for which the license is sought. 
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Section 5. Licensing for Additional Breeds. Any judge regularly licensed in at least three breeds may 

seek an additional breed by meeting the following requirements: 
(a) Judge provisionally the breed for which the license is sought at no less than three trials with three 

different licensed judges. (Judging seven hounds per breed is a requirement for the first three breeds 
only and does not apply to any breeds thereafter.) 

(b) When the requirements of Section 5(a) have been met, notify the chair, in writing, that a license for 
one or more breeds is being sought, listing breed and assignment. 

(c) The Board, upon recommendation of the chair and after the applicantôs name has been published, 
shall determine whether the applicant shall be granted a license to judge the breed(s) for which the 
license is sought. 

Section 6. No person shall accept a fee for judging, but may accept reimbursement from the host club to 

defray expenses. 

Section 7.  

(a) Application and/or renewal fees, if any, for a license shall be set by the Board. Renewals, if any, shall 
be payable on or before the 1st of May of each year. This fee may, at the discretion of the Board, be 
changed from time-to-time; under no circumstances shall it be refundable. 

(b) If the ASFA records indicate that a person has not judged at a trial in the preceding two years, the 
license shall lapse and the judge shall lose all previous status. 

(c) A judge whose license has lapsed for a period of 12 months or more may be reinstated upon request 
and payment of the application fee, if any. If the license was provisional prior to lapse, the judge must 
apprentice under a licensed judge at least once prior to reinstatement and all work toward a full 
license must be repeated. If the license was a regular license for a breed(s), the status will revert to 
provisional upon reinstatement and the judge will be required to repeat all requirements for a regular 
license including taking the judgeôs test.  

Section 8. In each case where a provisional or licensed judge is to judge more than four breeds 

provisionally at one trial, the respective Regional Director must write a letter of approval to the Scheduling 
Chair in advance of, or together with, the sample premium list. There will be no exception without such 
written dispensation. 

Section 9. Two provisional judges may be scheduled to judge a breed, however, the assignment shall 

not count toward fulfilling the licensing requirements of either judge. 

Section 10. Provisional judges may judge Singles and Limited stakes; however, the assignments shall 

not count toward fulfilling their licensing requirements. 

Section 11. Upon receipt of a written request from a judge licensed for eight breeds, the Chair may 

grant a license for all breeds. 

Section 12. The Board of Directors may, after due and proper consideration, and after hearing all 

arguments presented, revoke or suspend a judgeôs license for cause in which his performance, or lack of 
performance, has substantially compromised his effectiveness as a judge. Reports of alleged misconduct 
should be sent to the ASFA Corresponding Secretary. 
 

Chapter XII 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVES 

The Board of Directors shall be empowered to appoint, from time- to-time, field representatives who 
shall be charged with certain responsibilities and obligations, and who shall report directly to the Board or 
its designated committee. However, no field representative shall evaluate or report upon any field trial at 
which he/she is a judge or member of the field committee. 
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Chapter XIII 

LURE FIELD TRIAL GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

AKC: American Kennel Club 
ASFA: American Sighthound Field Association 
Blanket: A colorful cloth, without visible ornamentation, worn by the hounds during a course. The colors 

are bright yellow, bright pink and bright blue. 
Course: Consists of one, two or three hounds pursuing a lure of either mechanical or electrical drive 
over a selected course pattern. The course begins after the handlerôs(sô) affirmative response to ñare you 
ready?ò and ends when all hounds in the course are under the handlerôs(sô) physical restraint. 

Course delay: A course delay shall include delays caused by hounds whose handlers delay the start of 
the course, hounds that break away from and avoid their handlers prior to the request ñAre you ready?ò 
and hounds that avoid their handlers after the command ñretrieve your hounds.ò 

Day of trial entry: A completed official ASFA entry form with payment received by the field trial secretary 
by the designated closing time on the day of the trial. 

Decision: Any official disposition of a hound by a judge other than a score; e.g., an excusal, dismissal or 
disqualification. 

Draw: A random drawing determining the order in which the hounds will run. 
Early entry: A completed official ASFA entry form with payment received by the field trial secretary by 

the closing date and time designated for early entry on the entry form. The closing date for early entries 
may be any date before the date of the trial. If there is no time indicated, 12 Midnight will be assumed. 

Entry: A completed official ASFA entry form with payment. 
Flight: When an entry in any regular stake reaches 20 or more hounds, the host club will split the stake 

into a number of flights (or classes). Championship points and placements are allocated as in a regular 
stake. 

Handle: To take a hound to a lure field trial as the ownerôs representative. 
Host club: The sanctioned club responsible for conducting the lure field trial. 
Hound Certification: Certification by a judge that the hound can complete a course without interruption 

and not interfere with another hound. The judge must be regularly licensed in at least one breed to judge 
a certification run. Required of dogs entered in the Open or Limited Stake for the first time, and for dogs 
entered in the Veteran stake who have not previously competed in the Open stake, and who are not 
eligible for waivers (see Ch V Sec 4) 

Late entry: An entry made after the latest closing time and date. These are not allowable.  
Limited Stake: Hounds run in braces or trios, in separate stakes for each breed, for exhibition only.  

Only hounds on the current ASFA-approved Limited Stake list are eligible. No ASFA points or placements 
toward FCH or LCM awarded. Not eligible for BIF.  

No course: Any course that a judge determines to be unjudgable. 
Non-regular stakes: Consists of Breeder and Kennel stakes within each individual breed or Single 

stake. No points are awarded. 
Ownership: For the purpose of these regulations, ownership and co-ownership are equivalent. 
Pre-slip: When a hound is slipped before the signal is given by the huntmaster. 
Qualifying score: 50 percent of the total possible combined scores from the preliminary and final 

courses. 
Regular stake: Consists of Open, Field Champion, and Veteran competitions within each individual 

breed. Titles or championship points are awarded to hounds competing in these classes.  
Run-off: A competition to determine a final placement. 
Singles Stake: Hounds run alone.  Hounds with breed disqualifications or who have been Dismissed or 

Disqualified from other stakes are eligible. No ASFA points or placements toward FCH or LCM awarded. 
Not eligible for BIF. 

Score: A numerical figure given by a judge to a hound in competition. 
Scoring criteria: The categories listed below are used by judges in determining a houndôs overall score. 

1. Enthusiasm - the houndôs overall interest in coursing the lure. 
2. Follow - the relationship between the running of the hound and the movement of the lure. 
3. Speed - the houndôs overall speed and acceleration in coursing the lure. 



 

ASFA Website Copy © 01-09  Page 26  
 
 

4. Agility - nimbleness; the ability to move quickly and easily, negotiating the terrain and turns 
and recovering from falls. 

5. Endurance - the physical stamina of the hound. 
Slip lead: A slip lead is a simplified or quick-release mechanized slip which will give almost 

instantaneous freedom to the hound which is to be released when the tally- ho signal is called by the 
huntmaster. Recommended slips are those consisting of a leather or webbed strap with a wide collar, and 
double or single metal rings. 

Stake: Composed of a number of courses where hounds compete against one another for 
championship points. 

Trial hours: Shall begin at the time stated in the premium list for that trial and shall conclude one hour 
after the last scored course of the day. 
 
NOTE: For the purpose of these regulations, words used in the masculine gender include the feminine 
and the feminine the masculine, and the singular the plural and the plural the singular. 

 

Appendix 

GENERAL INFORMATION ON 
ASFA POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

The following information is provided here for convenient access. It is not a part of the ASFA Running 
Rules and Field Procedures for Lure Field Trials. Please see the most recent issue of Field Advisory 
News, or the ASFA website at www.asfa.org , for the names and addresses of the current ASFA officials. 
 

Field Advisory News 

FAN is the official publication of, and is distributed by the American Sighthound Field Association. FAN 
is the complete source of current information on the sport of lure coursing, regularly including: 

 lure field trial results 

 official ASFA news 

 list of upcoming trials 

 list of ASFA member and affiliated clubs 

 schedule of fees 

 where to write 

 list of available ASFA publications 

 new ASFA Field Champions and Lure Coursers of Merit. 
For more information contact:  FANeditor@asfa.org  

Applying for ASFA Affiliation 

In order for a club to be granted affiliate status with the ASFA and hold sanctioned lure field trials, it is 
necessary for the club to meet the following requirements in the following order: 
(a) Make proper application to the ASFA Membership Chair. Applications must be accompanied by 

payment of dues, a list of members and officers of the club, with addresses, and an acceptable club 
Constitution. 

(b) Obtain approved dates for the holding of two fun lure field trials from the Scheduling Chair, following 
all current rules and procedures, except that a fun lure field trial and an all-breed field trial can be held 
on the same day. 

(c) Hold at least two fun trials, following all ASFA running rules except as noted in (f). All entry forms, 
judges sheets, record sheets, and a copy of the premium list for each trial must be forwarded to the 
Records Coordinator in accordance with Ch. VI. 

(d) Be in existence for one year or more. 
(e) Be approved by the ASFA as an affiliated club. 
(f) The following rules apply to fun lure trials ONLY: 

1. No per capita fee is submitted with the fun trial results. 
2. Judges need not be recognized nor licensed by the ASFA, but there must be two judges for each 

breed. 
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